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Mr First Deputy Mayor, 

Dear colleagues,

Ladies and gentlemen,

First and foremost, let me tell you how honoured I am to be addressing you at this 1st meeting of the Territories of co-responsibility as Chair of the Committee on Sustainable Development of the Congress. I am sure that this meeting will be an opportunity for fruitful exchanges and will make a significant contribution to the development of new methods of local governance in Europe. Good governance is linked directly to effective local democracy which is the overall objective of all of our activities in the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities. 

My Colleague Valerio Prignachi, President of the Committee on Social Cohesion, has explained the philosophy which underpins our activities to build cohesive and sustainable towns and cities in Europe. This philosophy is founded on our conviction that well-being today calls for an integrated rather than a fragmented approach to political, economic, social, cultural and ecological aspects of our citizens’ daily lives.

The Congress sees sustainable development as the process of building a territory capable of maintaining itself in time, preserving its identity and that of its community, and keeping a sense of belonging to the community, as well as the momentum of its development dynamics. Sustainable development is an integral part of local democracy and citizens' rights and an essential part of governance. 

For us, today’s non-sustainable trends give rise to new societal patterns between citizens, private organisations and governments, which include new expectations, responsibilities and roles of governance. Certainly, we believe that to move ahead we need strong and powerful cities and regions which are ready for the future. To have these, we must involve society at the grassroots level and develop our citizens’ trust in their public authorities - from local to regional to national - and to base our future development on a fruitful dialogue with all stakeholders.

The European Charter of Local Self-Government combined with the 1992 pioneer European Charter and other international texts on urban issues form the backbone of the European Urban Charter II: Manifesto for a new urbanity, adopted last year by the Congress.

This Manifesto gives voice to the Congress’ philosophy for a new urban environment and modern urban governance. This Manifesto conveys an ambitious and demanding message to all those involved in urban development. It is an invitation to local authorities, in all their diversity and on the basis of shared European values, to implement the principles of ethical governance, sustainable development and greater solidarity in their public policies.

Cities are at the centre of our preoccupations Cities are shaping our future, they are driving forces for prosperity and well-being, and key players in the globalisation process. The complexity of societal trends constitutes the basis of the transformations which are needed and we all agree that innovation at all levels of governance is required to meet the challenges and needs of our emerging modern network societies.

We, local elected representatives, have to bear fully the responsibility given to us by the citizens and we need to have ambitions for our cities. I would like to present four ambitions for building a sustainable city which are also at the centre of the concept of building territories of co-responsibility:

- Our prime ambition reflected in this new Charter is citizen-oriented. It means putting the citizen and their concerns at the centre of public action, ensuring people’s participation in all walks of community life and urban development. We want to create a strong civic ethic, and an active, effective and supportive subsidiarity. The city we want is one where democracy is regenerated in all its forms, one with optimum proximity and with a strong and lively relationship with its inhabitants. Alongside representation by election, other various forms of participation are to be developed; the interactiveness of new technologies will afford us further opportunities.

- Our second ambition for the city is that of a sustainable and environmentally friendly city. Our concern is to develop urban ecology, reduce the ecological footprint of our towns and cities, preserve natural resources and biodiversity, and save energy. We advocate a denser and more compact city, a city which gives better access for all to public facilities. And this cannot be effective without the say and the involvement of citizens. 

- Our third ambition is that of a cohesive city which ensures integration and equal treatment for all members of the community and their equal access to public services and social rights. It is a more inclusive, cohesive town that cares about plurality, freedoms and exchanges. It is an area of quality, of solidarity between districts, social and occupational categories and people of different origins.

We must make the social dimension the centre of our sustainable urban development policies because, as everyone knows, our towns are prey to alarming processes of pauperisation, segregation and exclusion. Because we all aware that although cities have become, in the past, the prime setting of adaptation to new economic, social and environmental conditions; they also carry increased risks of social divides, discrimination and exclusion.

Finally, our fourth ambition is that of a city which is a catalyst for knowledge and creativity, which hosts learning and culture of all kinds, a city which is the launching pad for innovative approaches and experimentation, making full use of cutting-edge technologies and practices, and putting modernity at the service of citizens.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are convinced that the new Urban Charter will contribute to the ongoing process of political, economic and social empowerment of our communities and that it offers an interesting framework for further reflection on the evolution of the territories of corresponsibility.

We all know that the crisis we are experiencing is much more than a financial or economic one; we are facing major ecological damages to our planet. This is creating a major crisis the effects of which are being felt in every sphere of society. It is prompting us to question the values and development models which govern our choices and decisions. 

We feel that it is time to update our perception that responsibility for citizens' well-being and sustainable development is a matter for national governments alone. We must adopt a new concept based on shared responsibility, shared by all, both individually and collectively, starting at territorial level.

Indeed, this crisis has given us the perfect opportunity to challenge the ways we act and share responsibilities. The European Urban Charter, as a political declaration, does provide us with answers but we must find a way to achieve the four ambitions I have just presented. I believe that the approach of territories of co-responsibility, the construction of well-being indicators together with citizens and communities, the examples we will discuss today will indicate to us some ways of addressing the complexity of the situation we are facing. 

I think that the construction of well-being indicators is essential. In the Committee on Sustainable Development, we have always believed that growth has until now come at the expense of the environment and that capital has to be measured in all its dimensions: natural, human, educational etc. We have made proposals for measuring the environmental assets and we believe that we always have to think of the wealth we will transmit to future generations, whether it is less or more than the one we inherited. 

These indicators must take into account the environment. As you know, we are in the vital phase of negotiating a new international agreement on climate change. One of the big questions at stake is that of greenhouse gas emissions indicators. 

We all know that the way we measure can be misleading and can determine inappropriate political decisions. Therefore, it is essential to measure the objective determinants of well-being, the situation of individuals but also their subjective feelings. We know for example that unemployment has a higher cost than the simple loss of income. How can we determine the hidden costs, so as to be able to take satisfactory action and prepare adequate policies? Your experience here in Mulhouse in this respect is very valuable and shows that it is at the local level, with the citizens, that we can best match public action to citizens’ needs.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The concept of sustainability is also the ability of an economy to maintain the well-being of the population over time. We are gathered here in Mulhouse at the same time as the leaders from the 20 countries that collectively represent two-thirds of the world’s population are meeting in Pittsburgh to discuss the global economy and terms of trade. Let’s hope that in their questioning of the current gauges of wealth, they will explore further the new thinking of some leaders about general well-being instead of just output, and take some decisions in this direction. 

While the world’s leaders are discussing world matters in Pittsburgh, we in Mulhouse are discussing how, at local level, we can achieve our shared objective to build sustainable towns and cities. 

Our gathering is an important step for the societal progress towards the well being of all. In the Congress, we believe networking and exchanges of experience are essential for building innovative approaches and promoting constructive change for the benefit of our communities. 

The Congress firmly supports the initiative of the territories of co-responsibility which stimulates local good governance and strengthens our practice. 

I wish this meeting and your network!s great success. 

